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LIVING THINGS AND 

THEIR HABITATS 

PLANTS ANIMALS, INCLUDING 

HUMANS 

USES OF EVERY DAY 

MATERIALS 
DRIVER QUESTION 

What can you find in your garden? 

What is a microhabitat? 

DRIVER QUESTION 

How has the bean grown? 

DRIVER QUESTION 

What does a balanced diet look like? 

DRIVER QUESTION 

Are bricks absorbent? 

Which ball is the bounciest? 

WOW MOMENT 

 Museum visit 

 Wild life walk 

 Prepare bird feeders etc 

 

 

 

WOW MOMENT 

 Visit to a garden centre 

 Visit to community garden 

 Link to school allotment 

 Making a scarecrow to protect the 

plants 

 Read ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’ 

 Read ‘Superworm’ 

WOW MOMENT 

 Show extracts of gold winning athletes 

in action and ask children to talk 

about their special skills. 

 Read ‘Handa’s Surprise 

 Wigan Warriors – talk & training 

regime 

 School nurse 

 WLCT – Healthy Hearts 

WOW MOMENT 

 Take a visit to the Trafford Centre 

and note the materials that have 

been used to build it. 

HAMILTON TRUST HABITAT 

ENQUIRY: 

What affects the number of a chosen 

minibeast in a habitat using a choice 

chamber? 

HAMILTON TRUST PLANT ENQUIRY: 

What conditions do plants need to grow 

healthily? 

HAMILTON TRUST FOOD ENQUIRY: 

Which fruit juice is the most popular? 

 

HAMILTON TRUST MATERIALS 

ENQUIRY: 

Which materials are waterproof? 

KEY VOCABULARY: 

Observe, explore, identify, compare, sort, 

classify, criteria, describe, differences, 

record, charts, keys, grids, measurement, 

living things, non-living, dead, never been 

alive, habitat, micro-habitat, suited, 

conditions, basic needs, animals, humans, 

plants, depend, food, food chain, source, 

life process, survive, life cycle, reproduce, 

deciduous 

KEY VOCABULARY: KEY VOCABULARY: 

Find out, describe, observe, question, 

measure, survey, text, diagrams, pictures, 

charts, record, basic needs, survival, 

survive, water, air, food, exercise, amount, 

type of food, balanced diet, hygiene, 

healthy, animals, humans, reproduce, 

offspring, adults, life cycle, living things 

 

 

KEY VOCABULARY: 
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NC: 

 Explore and compare differences 

between things that are living, dead 

and things that have never been alive; 

 Identify that most living things live in 

habitats to which they are suited and 

describe how different habitats 

provide for the basic needs of 

different kinds of animals and plants, 

and how they depend on each other; 

 Identify and name a variety of plants 

and animals in their habitats, including 

micro-habitats; 

 Describe how animals obtain their 

food from plants and other animals, 

using the idea of a simple food chain, 

and identify and name different 

sources of food. 

NC: 

 Observe and describe how seeds and 

bulbs grow into mature plants; 

 Find out and describe how plants need 

water, light and suitable temperature 

to grow and stay healthy. 

 

NC: 

 Notice that animals, including 

humans, have offspring, which 

grow into adults; 

 Find out about and describe the 

basic needs of animals, including 

humans for survival (water, food 

and air); 

 Describe the importance for 

humans of exercise, eating the 

right amount of different types 

of food, and hygiene. 

 

NC: 

 Identify and compare the 

suitability of a variety of 

everyday materials, including 

wood, metal, plastic, glass, rock, 

brick, paper and cardboard for 

particular uses; 

 Find out how the shapes of solid 

objects made from some 

materials can be changed by 

squashing, bending, twisting and 

stretching. 

Key objectives to be taught: 

 

 Can I match certain living things to 

the habitats they are found in? 

 Can I explain the differences between 

living and non-living things? 

 Can I describe some of the life 

processes common to plants and 

animals, including humans? 

 Can I decide whether something is 

living, dead or non-living? 

 Can I describe how a habitat provides 

for the basic needs of things living 

there? 

 Can I describe what animals need to 

survive? 

 Can I describe the life cycle of some 

living things? (e.g. egg, chick, chicken) 

 Can I describe a range of different 

Key Objectives to be taught: 

 

 Can I describe what plants need to 

survive? 

 Can I observe and describe how seeds 

and bulbs grow into mature plants? 

 Can I find out & describe how plants 

need water, light and a suitable 

temperature to grow and stay 

healthy? 

 Can I identify and label parts of a 

green plant? 

 

Challenge 

 Can I describe what plants need 

to survive and link it to where 

they are found? 

 Can I explain that plants grow 

and reproduce in different ways? 

Key Objectives to be taught: 

 

 Can I describe what animals need 

to survive? 

 Can they explain that animals grow 

and reproduce? 

 Can I explain why animals have 

offspring which grow into adults? 

 Can I describe the life cycle of 

some living things? (e.g. egg, chick, 

chicken) 

 Can I explain the basic needs of 

animals, including humans for 

survival? (water, food, air? 

 Can I describe why exercise, 

balanced diet and hygiene are 

important for humans? 

 

Key Objectives to be taught: 

 

Classifying & Grouping Materials 

 Can I describe the simple 

physical properties of a variety 

of everyday materials? 

 Can I compare and group 

together a variety of 

materials based on their simple 

physical properties? 

 

Challenge 

 Can I describe the properties of 

different materials using words 

like, transparent or opaque, 

flexible, etc.? 

 Can I sort materials into groups 

and say why I have sorted them 
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habitats? 

 Can I describe how plants and animals 

are suited to their habitat? 

 

Challenge 

 Can I name some characteristics 

of an animal that help it to live in 

a particular habitat? 

 Can I describe what animals 

need to survive and link this to 

their habitats? 

 

 

Challenge 

 Can they explain that animals 

reproduce in different ways? 

 

in that way? 

 Can I say which materials are 

natural and which are man-

made? 

 

Key Objectives to be taught: 

 

Changing materials 

 Can I explore how the shapes of 

solid objects can be changed? 

(squashing, bending, twisting, 

stretching) 

 Can I find out about people who 

developed useful new materials? 

(John Dunlop, Charles Macintosh, 

John McAdam) 

 Can I identify and compare the 

suitability of a variety of 

everyday materials, including 

wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, 

rock, paper, cardboard for 

particular uses? 

 Can I explain how things move on 

different surfaces? 

 

Challenge 

 Can I explain how materials are 

changed by heating and 

cooling? 

 Can I explain how materials are 

changed by bending, twisting 

and stretching? 

 Can I say which materials cannot 

be changed back after being 

heated, cooled, bent, stretched 

or twisted? 
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Working Scientifically: Sorting and 

classifying things according to 

whether they are living, dead or 

were never alive, and recording 

their findings using charts. 

 

 Can I sort and classify living and non-

living things according to specific 

criteria? ( Has legs, no legs feathers 

etc) 

 Can I use classification 

keys/grids/charts and other forms of 

identification media? 

 Can I observe carefully using simple 

equipment? 

 Can I record my findings using charts, 

diagrams, pictures text? 

------------------------------------------------ 

FOCUS ED 

 Can they match certain living 

things to the habitats they are 

found in? 

 Can they explain the 

differences between living and 

non-living things? 

 Can they describe some of the 

life processes common to plants 

and animals, including humans? 

 Can they decide whether 

something is living, dead or non-

living? 

 Can they describe how a 

habitat provides for the basic 

needs of things living there? 

 Can they describe what animals 

need to survive? 

Working Scientifically: Making sure that 

children work out what a ‘fair test’ is. 

Observing and recording, with some 

accuracy, the growth of a variety of 

plants as they change over time from a 

seed or bulb, or observing similar plants 

at different stages of growth; setting 

up a comparative test to show that 

plants need light and water to stay 

healthy. 

 

 Can I observe and record with 

accuracy the growth of a plant over 

time? 

 Can I observe similar plants at 

different stages of growth? 

 Can I plan and carry out a fair test to 

show plants need light and water to 

stay healthy? 

 Can I use ICT simulations to carry out 

experiments? 

 Can I use ICT to help measure and 

record findings? 

------------------------------------------------ 

FOCUS 

 Can I use some scientific words to 

describe what I have seen and 

measured? 

 Can they compare several things? 

 Can they carry out a simple fair 

test? 

 Can they explain why it might not 

be fair to compare two things? 

 Can they say whether things 

happened as they expected? 

 Can they suggest how to find 

things out? 

Working Scientifically: Children to 

conduct a survey to see how many 

children eat at least one piece of fruit 

each day and which is the most popular 

fruit. Observing, asking questions about 

what humans need to stay healthy. 

 

FOCUS 

 Can I use some scientific words to 

describe what I have seen and 

measured? 

 Can I use text, diagrams, pictures, 

charts, tables to record my 

observations? 

--------------------------------------------- 

NC 

 Can I observe through video or first-

hand observation and measurement 

how humans grow? 

 Can I record my findings using 

charts? 

 Can I ask questions about what things 

animals (humans) need for survival? 

 Can I ask questions about what 

humans need to stay healthy? 

 Can I suggest ways to find answers to 

questions? 

Working Scientifically: Comparing the 

uses of everyday materials in and 

around the Trafford Centre and school 

with materials found in other places (at 

home, on the journey to school, on visits, 

and in stories, rhymes and songs); 

observing closely, identifying and 

classifying the uses of different 

materials, and recording their 

observations. 

 

FOCUS 

 Can I see, touch, smell, hear or taste 

to help me answer questions? 

 Can I use some scientific words to 

describe what I have seen and 

measured? 

 Can I compare several things? 

------------------------------------------------ 

NC 

 Can I compare the uses of everyday 

materials in and around school with 

materials found in other places? (at 

home, the journey to school, on visits, 

in stories, rhymes and songs) 

 Can I observe closely? 

 Can I identify and classify the uses of 

different materials? 

 Can I record my observations? 

 Can I think about unusual and creative 

uses for everyday materials? 
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 Can they describe the life 

cycle of some living things? (e.g. 

egg, chick, chicken) 

 Can they describe a range of 

different habitats? 

 Can they describe how plants 

and animals are suited to their 

habitat? 

Challenging 

 Can they name some 

characteristics of an animal 

that help it to live in a 

particular habitat? 

 Can they describe what animals 

need to survive and link this to 

their habitats? 

 Can they explain that animals 

reproduce in different ways? 

 

------------------------------------------------- 

NC 

 Can I sort and classify things 

according to whether they are living, 

dead or were never alive? 

 Can I record my findings using 

charts? 

 Can I describe how I decided where 

to place things? 

 Can I explore questions such as: ‘Is a 

flame alive? Is a deciduous tree dead 

in winter?’ 

 Can I talk about ways of answering 

questions? 

 Can they use prompts to find 

things out? 

 Can they organise things into 

groups? 

 Can they use (text, diagrams, 

pictures, charts, tables) to record 

their observations? 

 Can they measure using <simple 

equipment>? 

 

 Can they describe some of the life 

processes common to plants and 

animals, including humans? 

 Can they describe what plants 

need to survive? 

 Can they describe how seeds and 

bulbs grow into plants? 

 Can they describe what a plant 

needs to grow and stay healthy? 

 Can they explain that plants grow 

and reproduce? 

 Can they compare how plants grow 

in different conditions by making 

measurements? 

 

Challenging 

 Can they say whether things 

happened as they expected and if 

not why not? 

 Can they use information from 

books and online information to 

find things out? 

 

 Can they describe what plants 

need to survive and link it to where 

they are found? 

 Can they explain that plants grow 
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 Can I construct a simple food chain 

that includes humans? E.g grass, cow, 

human 

 Can I describe the conditions in 

different habitats and micro-

habitats? (under logs, on a stony path, 

under bushes) 

 Can I find out how the conditions 

affect the number and types(s) of 

plants and animals that live in a 

particular habitat? 

 Can I observe through video or first-

hand observation and measurement 

how different animals grow? 

 Can I ask questions about what things 

animals need for survival? 

 Can I suggest ways to find answers to 

questions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and reproduce in different ways? 

------------------------------------------------ 

NC 

 Can I observe and record with some 

accuracy, the growth of a variety of 

plants as they change over time from 

a seed or bulb? 

 Can I observe similar plants at 

different stages of growth? 

 Can I set up a comparative test to 

show that plants need light and water 

to stay healthy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


